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Gundersen Lutheran Medical
Center set out to build a stand-alone,
15,000-sq.-ft., 30-station renal di-
alysis center located in the hospital’s
suburban outpatient campus in
Onalaska, Wisconsin. A haolistic ap-
proach required a careful integra-
tion of site, building, and interior to
achieve the client’s goal of creating
a serene healing environment for
patients and an inspirational space
for staff.

The central planning concept
was to create public, treatment, and
support zones, with the treatment
area organized into “neighborhoods”
to break down its apparent size.
Natural colors, an exposed wood
structure, and indirect lighting create

a soothing environment for pa-
tients, whose treatment frequently
lasts for hours.

Windows that surround the

dramatic vaulted treatment area
provide an abundance of natural
daylighting without the need for
supplemental lighting. Gener-

ous overhangs and a louvered
sunshade were designed to limit
glare and heat gain during summer
months. From these windows, all
treatment areas enjoy views to the
rain gardens that are both visually
and spatially accessible and offer
an alternative storm-water manage-
ment approach to the ubiquitous
retention pond.

The exterior is clad in a combi-
nation of horizontal tongue-and-
groove cedar siding and brick that
matches brick used on other cam-
pus buildings. It is this palette of
building materials and landscape
that informed the interior finishes,
as well.

Careful and thoughtful detailing
by the contractor and creative,
budget-sensitive solutions allowed
for a well-crafted and inspira-
tional solution for both staff and
patients.




