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Lankenau Hospital has been na-

tionally recognized for its cardiac care, 

its leading doctors, and its status 

as one of the top 50 metropolitan 

hospitals. Amidst all of the acclaim, 

the hospital maintained its mission as 

a premier teaching hospital but lacked 

a modern facility for collaboration.

The new Walter and Leonore 

Annenberg Conference Center for 

Medical Education propels Lankenau 

Hospital’s graduate and continuing 

education programs into the 21st 

century. Through strategic planning 

and design, the Conference Center 

furthers Lankenau’s mission as a 

teaching hospital and serves more 

than 1,300 physicians in the associ-

ated health system. The Conference 

Center’s location strengthens and 

enhances the overall massing and in-

ternal circulation on campus. The de-

sign employs natural light and views 

to gardens and wooded landscapes 

to create a unique, collaborative, and 

inviting work setting for visitors and 

employees. The fi nal piece to the 

Conference Center’s design was the 

renovation of an auditorium in a con-

necting, adjacent building. 

The Conference Center is orga-

nized on three levels, each devoted 

to a primary function: medical library, 

offi ces, and conference center. Each 

level has its own terrace that over-

looks a grand atrium. The predomi-

nant feature of the atrium is a large, 

three-story glass window wall. 

On the upper and middle levels, 

multiple conference and meeting ven-

ues accommodate a variety of pro-

grams and seating confi gurations and 

include integrated technology access 

for computers and audiovisual equip-

ment. With access to natural light 

and views, circulation spaces near 

these rooms are oversized to accom-

modate breakout functions. These 

terrace corridors form the framework 

not only for circulation, but also for 

social interaction. To promote sponta-

neous and planned social interface at 

the center, the architectural elements 

in these spaces are aided by built-in 

furniture, such as the benches along 
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the circulation spine and the display 

cases along the monumental stair. 

The library is centrally located on 

the ground fl oor. The fi rst-fl oor archi-

tecture is integrated by the exten-

sion of the garden outside. Reading 

rooms, computers, and study carrels 

serve students and staff. Bamboo 

room dividers and wood-slat tiles tie 

in the interior themes from the fl oors 

above.

The main conference auditorium, 

housed in an existing, adjoining build-

ing, was redesigned to refl ect the 

new building’s design philosophy. The 

design team implemented extensive 

renovations to the auditorium to 

merge the older look of the existing 

building with the design of the new 

Conference Center.


