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The new Lowry and Peggy 

Mays Ambulatory Clinical Building 

(ACB), in conjunction with the 

new Cancer Prevention Build-

ing, was designed to balance 

one functional complex within 

the world-renowned University 

of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center. The ACB represents a 

new vision for MD Anderson, set-

ting the character for the Legacy 

Campus, a 22-acre site. Together, 

the buildings advance clinic/diag-

nostic capacity as they embrace 

patient-centered design concepts. 

Individually, each building provides 

a critical service in delivering 

world-class cancer care. Since 

patients and their families respond 

to the environment depend-

ing on their current emotional 

and spiritual requirements, ACB 

recognized the patient experience 

as critical. Public spaces include 

areas of privacy and solitude and, 

at key points, allow for human 

interaction.

ACB’s openness and relation-

ship to its environment bring 

nature inside while engaging the 

healing impact of nature on the 

exterior. A two-story window 

connects the great hall to the 

plaza spaces outside, and a two-

story granite fountain brings the 

sounds of nature into the space. 

A variety of seating is spread 

out throughout the second fl oor 

and clinic waiting areas to allow 

patients to stroll or rest. The 

patient-centered design is evident 

in the use of wayfi nding, patient 

care, and design elements, such 

as color and materials. These 

were chosen to create a warm, 

inviting setting for patients, family 

members, and staff. Brighter jewel 

tones designate the welcome 

desks that serve as check-in 

stations for each of the clinics. 

Warm woods and accent lighting 

create a homelike atmosphere. 

Accessibility is enhanced through 

a sky-bridge linking to surround-

ing facilities. This 1,460-foot-long, 
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25-foot-wide sky-bridge accom-

modates both pedestrian and cart 

traffi c. 

The structure includes world-

class imaging and radiation 

therapy facilities in close proximity 

to outpatient clinics. Imaging mo-

dalities include PET/CT, high-

strength MRI, CT, nuclear scans, 

mammography, ultrasound, and 

digital radiology. Radiation therapy 

modalities include linear accel-

eration/CT, CT simulation, and 

brachytherapy.

The building design accommo-

dates intensive clinical trials. MD 

Anderson is known for its short, 

bench-to-bedside approach to 

discovering and deploying new 

clinical techniques. Research 

clinicians engaged in the planning 

process, to make sure that the 

setting would support recruitment 

and nurturing of clinical candi-

dates. Clinicians and others were 

engaged in the design process 

to advance the patient-centered 

design approach. The result is 

a building that supports patient 

treatment in an environment that 

is medically appropriate and spiri-

tually uplifting.
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