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The gothic, ivy-covered limestone 

buildings that have shaped the Uni-

versity of Chicago campus for many 

years stand in stunning contrast 

to the surrounding neighborhood, 

but their storybook quality, looming 

gargoyles, and climbing ivy offered 

rich ideas that inspired the design of 

the new children’s hospital—ideas 

of growth and enrichment. Drawing 

from research indicating a strong 

relationship between education and 

the health status of children, the 

design team was motivated by this 

underlying concept. 

The architectural character of Co-

mer Children’s Hospital is a decidedly 

modern one, with a fi ligree of leaves 

imprinted into the precast base—not 

only recalling the character of older 

campus buildings, but also making a 

life-affi rming statement of its own. The 

glass curtainwall, layered and tinted in 

shades of green, springs free from the 

base like the foliage of a tree, helping 

to further animate the building. At 

night, the entry tower glows with soft 

lighting that slowly rotates through the 

full color spectrum, projecting a sense 

that the building is alive. 

The design process was very de-

liberate in its attention to children and 

their families, including an emphasis 

on a strong artwork program that 

refl ects the wide diversity of cultures 

in the community. The main lobby is 

intimate in scale, with a curved, fabric 

ceiling that ensures a quiet welcome 

for visitors. The centerpiece is a water 

feature and aquarium, and three 

“water colonnades” that serve as the 

quiet backdrop for the seating area.
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Total building area (sq. ft.): 243,400
Construction cost/sq. ft.: $279
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